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9.30 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
9.55 a.m,

10.05 a.m.
10.07 a.m.

10.15 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.

11.00 a.m.
11.15 a.m.

11.30 a.m.

12.15 p.m
12.30 p.m.

Renaming of the ARTI as the

Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training Institute

and the 23rd Anniversary of the Institute
Programme - 22nd February 1995

Invitees take their seats
Commencement of proceedings

Unveiling of the Name Board by the Minister of Agriculture, Lands and
Forestry.Hon. D.M. Jayaratne '

Two minutes silence in honour of Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwa.
Welcome address

Dr. S.G. Samarasinghe - Director, Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research
and Training Institute

Speech -

Mr. D.M. Ariyaratne, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Forestry‘
Speech -

Hon. Samaraweera Weerawanni Deputy Minister of Agriculture
Speech -

Hon. Nandimf'tra Ekanayake Deputy Minister of Lands and Forestry
Speech in Tamil

Speech -

Mr. T. Kimoto, FAO Representative in Sri Lanka.

Speech

Hon. D.M. Jayaratne, Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Forestry
Awards to ARTI officers over 20 years.

National Anthem
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RENAMING THE AGRARIAN RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTE
,_ AS HECTOR KOBBEKADUWA
AGRARIAN RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTE

Hon. Mr. H.S.R.B. Kobbekaduwa, Minister of Agriculture and Lands in the United Left Front
Government, 1970-1977, is remembered by the progressive minded people of this country, and
particularly by the up-country peasantry as the leader, who not only introduced and implemented the
historic land reform programme in Sri Lanka, but also dedicated his life to the upliftment of the
conditions of the Kandyan peasantry. He spearheaded the campaign to liberate vast extents of lands
in the Kandyan areas which originally belonged to the Kandyan peasantry, from the owners of both
local and foreign plantation companies and re-dedicated them for the welfare of the Kandyan pecople.
He established the Up country Co-operative Estate Development Board and the Janatha Estate
Devclopment Board, with the objectives of maximizing the productivity of these lands and giving the
economic benefits of development of such lands to the people of the area. ‘

Mr. Kobbekaduwa was an Advocate of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka. As a lawyer -
practicing in Kandy, he associated himself with campaigns to fight for the rights of Kandyan
peasantry and appeared for such cases free of charge. Before entering national politics, he played an
active role in the local politics in Kandy and was clected as a member of the Kandy Municipal
Council. In later years, he also served as the Chairman of the Public Service Commission.

In the field of Agriculture, he realized the need to introduce reforms and structural changes
within the institutions in the agricultural sector, as well as the need to enact new legislation to
implement the various agricultural development programmes of the Government. In the short period
of six years, he introduced a number of legislative measures for this purpose. He was responsible for
introducing the following legislative enactments:- '

(a) Lanq Rievforrr_l'La_w No. 1 of 1972.

(b)  Agricultural Productivity Law No. 2 of 1972.

() Agrari'an Research and Training Institute, Act No. 5 of 1972.
(@) State Agriculture Corporation, Act No. 11 of 1972.

(e) Paddy Marketing Board Act No. 14 of 1972, '

(f) Paddy Producers Savings, Law No. 9 of 1973

(g) Sri Lanka Fruit Board Act, No. 30 of 1973.

(h) National Freedom from Hunger Campaign Law, No. 15 of 1973.
(i) Agriculture Lands Law, No. 42 of 1973,

) Janawasa Law, No. 25 of 1976.

These legislative enactments are an cloquent testimony to Mr. Kobbekaduwa’s deep
commitment to agriculture and his far-sighted vision on Agricultural Development in Sri Lanka .

Mr. Kobbekaduwa also recognized the nced for, and the importance of agrarian research in
Sri Lanka . He pioneered the campaign to establish an Agrarian Research Institute to undertake
research on matters relating to the agrarian conditions in Sri Lanka . With the assistance of the FAO,
he was able to establish an Agrarian Research and Training institute (ARTI) which would function as
a regional centre for agrarian research in South Asia. He took a personal interest in the ¢stablishment
of the facilities for the Agrarian Rescarch and Training Institute, at No. 114, Wijerama Mawatha, -
Colombo 07. The ARTI was incorporated by the Act No. S of 1972. There is no doubt that the
establishment of the ARTI was possible due to the dedication and untiring efforts of Mr.
Kobbekaduwa. The Institute has earned a reputation as the principal Institute for Agrarian Research
in Sri Lanka and has also been recognized by Regional and International Research Organizations as
the premier research institute for Agrarian Research in Sri Lanka.
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Although a commendable amount of work of national importance has been done by Mr.
Kobbekaduwa for .agrarian development in Sri Lanka, it is our view, that the nation_has failed to
bestow on him the recognmon he deserves for his services to agnculture in general and to the
Kandyan Peasantry, in partrcular : . .

It was therefore decrded that the Government of Sr1 Lanka should honour late Mr.
Kobbekaduwa, for his services to the nation and his contribution to the agricultural sector, by
renaming the ARTI as the Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarxan Research and Trarmng Insntute

The renaming ceremony has also been arranged to commde wrth the 23rd anmversary of the
ARTI which was inaugurated by the Hon. Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwa on 22nd February 1971.

The Government has also decided to erect a statue at the premises of the ARTI, 114, Wijerama

Mawatha, Colombo 07, in honour of Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwa for his dedxcatxon and services to
agriculture in Sri Lanka. . , : -

- DM.]J ayaratne
Minister of Agriculture, Lands and Forestry
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Hon. Hector Kobbekaduwa’s Speech
at the Inauguration of the Institute

ADDRESS BY THE HON. HECTOR KOBBEKADUWA, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND LANDS ON THE OCCASION OF INAUGURATION OF AGRARIAN RESEARCH
AND TRAINING INSTITUTE ON 21ST FEBRUARY, 1972

I am glad to be here today to witness the Incorporation of the Agrarian Research and
Training Institute. It is also a happy coincidence that this Institute is inaugurating its first Training
Course today.

The idea of an organization for agrarian research and training had first emerged over 10
years ago when a suggestion had been made that an Agrarian Research and Training Institute be
established to serve the S.E. Asian region. The objectives suggested for such an Institute had been:

a. carry out research on problems of agrarian structure in co-operation with the countries of the
region;

Q

b. provide training facilities on agrarian reform and related fields; and

¢. provide a regional repository of information on agrarian problems.

Ceylon was among a number of countries that applied to the F.A.O. seeking location of the
proposed Institute. As a result of discussions between the Government of Ceylon and the
F.A.O/U.N.D.P. it was agreed in 1969 that the Institute should be located in Ceylon.

In terms of the agreement signed between the Government of Ceylon and the
F.A.O./UN.D.P,, the Institute is to be supported by the F.A.O/U.N.D.P. during the first five-years
period at the end of which the Institut¢ would become a complete national responsibility, The
F.A.O./UN.D.P. assistance is nearly Rs. 5.5 million in the way of salaries of experts, cost of overseas
training and equipment. The Government of Ceylon would on its part provide land and buildings
and other facilities for the Institute, including local personnel. The Institute will in time serve not
only the country of its location but also the Asian region.

The Institute has had a slow take off due to a number of reasons, the choice of a suitable local
site, changes of personnel and so on. But all that is behind us now, and perhaps two years of
gestation has now strengthened the ground for the Institute to make a substantial contribution to the
development of the agrarian sector at a time when this is vital to our economy.

The agrarian structure of Ceylon in broad terms consists of the plantation sector and the
peasant sector. The plantation sector is generally characterized by large holdings, intensive capital
application, organized labour and relatively high productivity. This sector has been largely
responsible for providing the foreign exchange for investment in other sectors. In recent years the : |
plantation sector has been facing two problems consequent on falling prices in the world markets.
This situation has led to the need for rapid diversification of uneconomic tea and rubber lands as well
as the need to improve productivity in the less ‘capital intensive small-holders sector.

It seems to me that the key area of our agrarian economy is the small-holders sector, devoted
largely to the cultivation of food crops. It is also the sector which must provide greater opportunities
for employment. The small-holders sector of our agriculture is now being called upon to provide an
income-oriented, employment intensive system of farming which can substantially eliminate imports
within the next five years or six years.

It is generally recognized that the constraints to development in the small-holders sector of
agriculture are more institutional and structural than technical. Although modern research and
technology have yielded knowledge of improved techniques of production, these have not been
adopted by farmers on a large scale. Successive Governments have therefore introduced institutional

-
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changes, some of which have had beneficial results. Nevertheless, the institutional changes have been
largely improvisations based on limited information and lacking' consistency. For these reasons an
adequate study of these institutional factors:alongside adequate training at all levels has become a
primary need of the country. S B

It is here that the Agrarian Research and Training Institute is called upon to make a
fundamental contribution. It has to gather the essential data on social economic and Institutional
matters concerning the Agricultural ;Sector _and_present this_data_in a. tangible form_for: purposes of .
policy making. This Institute is not one concerned with the technical. aspects of growing a crop or

fianaging an animal.” Tt is concerned with-establishing the relationships between crops, livestock, the
farmer, the market and the society in which the farming system operates. o

One of the principal structural problems obstructing development in the peasant scctor is that
of land tenure. Firstly there is the problem of small-holdings with increasing sub-division and
fragmentation. This brings in its turn increasing competition for land, tenancy, lack of investment
capacity, depressed income, and under-employment, for the vast number of people dependent upon
this land. Secondly the small size and fragmentation of holdings raises problems of organization and
‘management specially for soil and water management. ;

. The Paddy Lands Act of 1958 sought to overcome the problems.of tenure by providing
safeguards for tenant cultivators. But the results of implementation are.far from satisfactory. The
existing land tenure and ownership arrangements. may have to undergo fundamental changes in
which the Agrarian Research and Training Institute will have a significant role to play. Land
Settlement, Agricultural Credit, Agricultural Marketing, System of Price Incentives and Socio-
economics of farming as a whole, will have to have new horizons consistent with the challenges that
this country is facing in its development. Thesc areas of Research and Training have become all the
more urgent in view of thé massive developments that are being made in Projects such as Mahaweli
and Uda-Walawe. :

: It is of paramount importance that in all its studies the Agrarian Research and Training
Institute should be problem-oriented and surface the kind of information that would lead to practical
results. I have no doubt that the Agrarian Research and Training Institute will in both outlook and
performance be a dynamic institution. I am sure that every one who has a commitment to

development will look forward with great interest and expectation t0 the progress and development of
the Agrarian Rescarch and Training Institute. I wish it all success. .

KOBBEKADUWA, HECTOR RAJAKARUNA SENEVIRAT BANDARA {1916-1983}:
Born: 29 Aug. 1916 at Deldeniya, Yatinuwara; Father: Dr. Tikiri Banda Kobbekaduwa; Mother:
Sanghamitta Dullewe Kumarihamy; Educated: Trinity College, Kandy; University College, Colombo;
Law College, Colombo; Proctor: Kandy Bar; Member: Ampitiya Seat, K.M:C. Indcpendent, 1954,
SLFP, 1958; contested Yatinuwara Seat and lost, March 1960; Member: P.S.C., 1960 Chairman:
P.S.C. (1963-1965); M.P,, Yatinuwara, SLFP, 1970; Minister of Agriculture and Lands,
(1970-1977); Presidential Candidate, SLFP, 1982; Piloted, Land Reforms Bill; Nationalized,
Plantations; Died: 18th September 1983. ' ’
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STRUCTURE QF THE i
HECTOR KOBBEKADUWA AGRARIAN RESEARCH
AND TRAINING INSTITUTE

e

The Agranan Research and Trarmng Instttute was estabhshed by an Act of -Parliament as a
collaborative project between Government of Sri Lanka and FAO/UNDP in1972. Since the end of
the agreement between government ‘and FAO/UNDP in 1977, the institute had functioned ds a body
* corporate ‘urider thé Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and Forestry. "ARTI from today will be

designated as Hector Kobbekaduwa Agranan Research & Trammg InsUtute R

The mstrtute is. adnumstered by a Board of Governors charred by the Secretary to the
Mlmstry of Agriculture. 'The board compnses of representatives from other line agenc1es concerned
wrth the development of the agranan sector in Sn Lanka

N ‘The main’ objectxve ‘of ‘the msutute is to undertake foster and. coordmate research in the
agrarian sector. Wrthm this broad objective the institute is expected to research and coordinate work
done by other line agencies, universities, research institutes in the area of agrarian development
conduct research to identify problems of theé farming community which has an impact on their socio-
economic development,’ conduct trammg programmes on agrarian development to interested: line
agency officials and farmers etc.’ The institute also functions as a center for collation and
drssemmatxon of mformatmn pertammg to agrarian development among South East Asran countries. -

~The msurute has four research dxvrsrons and ‘two supporting drvrsrons The research drvrsrons
are;

1 Agriculture Resource Management Division (ARM)

2. Agriculture Planning and Evaluation Division (APE)

3.  Irrigation Water Management and Agrarian Relations Drvrsxon (IAR)
4 Marketmg and Food Policy Division (MFP)

The supporung drvxsrons are:

1. 'I_‘ra.mmg D1v1_sron
2.  Statistics and Data Processing Division
3.  Administrative Division

Activities of all divisions are directed and co-ordinated by a Head of Division. Besides the
Administrative Division, other division heads are usually assisted by a professional staff of researchers
and supporting staff. The Director of the Institute is the Chief Executive Officer.

The institute has a well equipped library with approxrmately 13,000 monographs, 65 current
periodicals and 800 unpublished reports. The institute library is an active participant of the National
Center for Information on Agrarian Development (NACIAD), Agriculture Information Network °
(AGRINET) and Information’ Network in Social Scrences (INNESS).

The institute releases several types of publications, namely, research reports occasional
publications, Newsletter -of the institute; biannual Sri Lanka Journal of Agrarian Studies, monthly
farmers journal in:Sinhala (Govijanatha) and Tamil (Kamanalam) agweekly Food Commodmes
Bulletin and monthly.review of the food commodities market. : - ) _ :

The institute accommodates visiting researchers, research students and other professxonals who

wish to collaborate with institute research programmes. Institute can provide resrdentlal facilities to
these researchers and others who wish to stay for short periods.
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Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training Institute (HARTI) is the link institute for
the Centre on Integrated Rural Developrherit for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP) in Bangladesh. Sri
Lanka as a country was simultaneously. nominated to the chairmanship of the Governing Council and
Vice-Chairman of the Executive Committee of CIRDAP in 1992.

. “The institute has an air conditioned auditorium, a conference hall, a lecture room and three
committee rooms. Conference facilities and accommodation can be hired out by other local and
foreign organizations. However, priority in hiring will be given to activities in the agrarian sector.

- D M Ariyaratne
Secretary _
Ministry of Agriculture Lands and Forestry.
22nd February, 1995.

29



THE ROLE OF THE HECTOR KOBBEKADUWA'
AGRARIAN RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTE

-The ARTI was statutorily established in 1972 with UNDP/FAO assistance and now functions
under the Mmlstry of Agrlculture Lands and Forestry. , - .

Under the ARTI enactment No. 5 of 1972 it is mandatory for the InSUtute to undertake foster
and coordinate agrarian research relating to institutional factors affecting the development of
agriculture. It is renamed today as the Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training
Institute and the Act will be amended accordingly.

The Institute also has an obligation to coordinate all agrarian research undertaken by the
Government Departments, local authorities, public corporations and other institutions thus providing
a data bank easily available both to the discerning researchers in the sector and the general public.

Macroeconomic discipline, natural and human resource development are the three important
key factors which determine the micro-level developmental process directly affecting the farmer who
has to face the practical problems: of agricultural production, rural credit, marketing, extension, land
tenure and settlement. This is a major thrust on the Institute which by its law has to undertake
investigations relating to agricultural and rural development, the economic use of land and to relate
such research findings to problems connected with agrarian development and modernization.

It is in this context that the Institute has to advise and serve the government in its continuous
effort of fostering agricultural growth and poverty alleviation. The government today has embarked
on an ambitious plan of intensive farm management. Hon. the Minister of Agriculture, Lands and
Forestry has directed that all the concerned personnel-officials and the farmers in the periphery
should have a combined and compact programme of development. The Institute will be called upon
to evaluate such developmental programmes to ensure its correct and speedy implementation.

An increased farm income and the provision of incentives for greater production through an
efficient marketing system have been the subject of several studies in the past. They have revealed
that the lack of market information is a major constraint in the development of agricultural
marketing. The Institute had therefore submitted a project to the UNDP/FAO which kindly agreed to
provide the necessary financial and technical assistance. The project commenced in 1994 which
would very soon provide improved transparency and competition in the market by better access of
farmers, traders, and consumers to information on product prices and market situation. The project
also envisages to ensure improved food security from better and more timely information on crop
production and food supply/demand, stock and imports.

The Institute thus far has been mostly guided by the vision of Hon. Hector Kobbekaduwa
who as the Minister of Agriculture and Lands made the following observations while addressing the
sixteenth session of the Food and Agriculture Organization held in Rome.

"An income-oriented, employment intensive agriculture, must be planned on the basis of
empirical data carefully gathered and sifted, on farm management and productivity, agrarian
institutions, credit and pricing policies, and indeed of many other factors. And it is precisely in these
fields that Ceylon and other developing countries are deficient. In matters of this nature, we are
caught in a dilemma: we have to gather the data even while doing the job without it. We are looking
to the Agrarian Research and Training Institute which has been established in Ceylon with
FAO/UNDP assistance to provide urgently needed data for transforming the agricultural sector”

The renaming of the Agrarian Research and Training Institute as the Hector Kobbekaduwa
Agrarian Research and Training Institute is a ﬁttmg tribute to the vision he emphasised m policy
making, leadership cohesion and the role of state in the agrarian sector.

- Dr. S. G. Samarasinghe -
Director
Hector Kobbekaduwa Agrarian Research and Training Institute
22nd February, 1995

.30



HECTOR KOBBEKADUWA AGRARIAN RESEARCH

Mr. D. M. Ariyaratne

Dr. S.G. Samarasinghe
Mr. T. Kimoto

Dr. D. S Wijesinghe

M. T. P. G. N, Leelaratne

Mr. P. T. Prathiraja
Mrs. G. K. C. Wijeratne
Mr. B. Bulumulla.

Prof. H. P. M. Gunasena

Dr. Jinasiri Fernando
Mr. W. N.M. Botheju
Mr. S. B. Divaratne

Mr. F. B, R .de Silva

Mrs. R. de Silva

"AND TRAINING INSTITUTE

Board of Governors

Chairman, Board of Governors and Secretary, Ministry
of Agriculture Lands and Forestry.

Director, HARTI

FAO Representative .

Representative, Central Bank of Sri Lanka
: [ .

Representative, Ministry of Trade, Commerce and
Food '

Land Comntissioner
Commissioner of Agrarian Services

Representative, Ministry of Agriculture, Lands and
Forestry -

Representative, Faculty of Agriculture, University of
Peradeniya '

Director of Agriculture

- Director of Irrigation

Commissioner of Co-operative Development

Representative, Ministry of Education and Hi'éﬁer
Education

Secretary, Board of Governors

31



