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of all the reft in the land. They are most populous, and fruit-
ful. The inhabitants thereof are the chief and principle men:
informuch that it is a ufual faying among them, that if they
want a king, they may take any man, of either of thefe two
countries, from the Plow, and wafh the dirt off him, and he
by reason of his quality and defcent is fit to be a king’(Knox,
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e®ecd . ‘There marriges are a ridiculous matter. A girl
makes a contract to marry a man of her own cast. The next
day the brother of the husband takes his place, and if there
are seven brothers, she is the wife of all of them, distributing
the night by turns without the first husband having a greater
right than any of the other. And if during the day any of
them find chamber unoccupied, he can have access to the
woman if he thinks fit; and while he is within no one else
can enter; she can refuse herself to non of them. Whichever
brother it may be contracts the marriage, the woman is the
wife of all; only if the youngest marry, non of the others has
any right over her, but he can claim access to the wifes of all
of them whenever he likes. If it chances that there are more
brothers than seven, those who exeed that number have no
right over her, but if there are two, up to five, they are satis-
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